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Fire prevention Day
october 13 – in Mille-Isles  

BIG CLEANUP WEEKEND
ON OCTOBER 27 AND 28, 2012

Next October 13, the Fire Department is organising a 
theme day on fire prevention. On this occasion, 
Mille-Isles firemen are inviting 
the population to come visit 
them in the fire hall at 12 
chemin Black.

Citizens wishing to burn their branches will have to fill 
out the form “Authorisation request for an outdoor 
fire” available online and send it off to Mr. Alain 
Charbonneau, Director of the Fire Department and 
Public Safety, October 22, 2012 at the latest. An “on-site” 
permit request option will be available to citizens not 
having had the opportunity of requesting an 
authorisation before October 22.

album is now online at 
www.mille-isles.ca.

More info on page 16More info on page 17

Again this year, you may 
reserve a table if you want to 
take advantage of the event 
and give out candies.

Contact Nathalie Bouchard
at 450-438-2958, ext. 2608 or at 
nbouchard@mille-isles.ca.

ay 
to 

ent 

d

prevention

The NEW Community Relations Committee (CRC)  See details on  page 5 

The

Halloween
will be held on October 27, 2012 at
the Scout Camp.

INTERNET AVAIL ABLE -  detai ls  page 8
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“The present is not an empowered past, it is the moment of choice and action.”
Quote from Simone de Beauvoir

Dear citizens,

I’m taking advantage of this setting to look back upon the bilingual information meeting that was held Saturday, August 25 at Jackson Dodds camp 
(Tamaracouta). About a hundred people came over for this important meeting.

The meeting was to be informative and focused on four main issues:
 • Road repair
 • City hall
 • The fire hall
 • Our crumbling community fibre (multifunctional complex)

With the aim of helping citizens better understand the issues, a leaflet was delivered by mail during the week of August 20, the week preceding the 
meeting. From comments received, this initiative was greatly appreciated. This approach enabled each and every one to analyse the issues and to 
prepare questions to be asked during the public meeting.

The necessary time for the question period was allotted so all citizens could ask the number of questions they wanted to: transparency was required.

Our guests for that meeting were:
Mister Nicolas Plante & Chaim Colman from the Raymond, Chabot, Grant, Thornton firm for the financial portion, Mister Mario Allard, from the Mario 
Allard Architecte firm for the technical portion (buildings and issues) and Mister Guillaume Dupré, mechanical & electrical (buildings) engineer from the 
Planeko firm.

What we must take away from this meeting is that we have important problems and issues to settle:
 • City hall and the Strong community hall’s non-compliance (safety & hygiene);
 • Municipal garage and fire hall’s non-compliance (safety).

In both cases, we were advised by the CSST to adopt an action plan to settle the deficiencies as soon as possible.

The choice we made is to construct a new building which will house city hall and the fire hall.
During this meeting, we explained what motivated council’s choice:
 • The financial aspect: lesser cost for a new construction;
 • The technical aspect: space, productivity, functionality, heating, conditioning and lighting at a lesser cost (LEED building) and most importantly, 

it settles our problems; 
 • In matters of safety and hygiene, one must especially not forget that as employers, we must ensure the safety and hygiene of our buildings for 

our employees, our citizens and all users.

As regards the multifunctional complex we are proposing, the discussion was more about “the necessity of having a complex”.

In this regard, council is convinced of the necessity of this important project. During the coming weeks, we will structure our approach and ensure that 
you, citizens of Mille-Isles, feel involved and want to take part in the meetings that will be held, as you will be the users of this community equipment.

The last issue is “road repair”. Regarding this point, we already have a committee presided by our councillor Mister Daniel Maurice. Meetings dates will 
be set shortly and the committee will have to decide in which direction to go. We know about the required investments; we now must agree upon a 
work schedule and a financing method.

In ending, I greatly appreciated this August 25 meeting which enabled me to better understand the citizens by way of their numerous questions. Yes, a 
certain anxiety could be felt at the beginning of the meeting, but I sincerely believe that we were able to adequately answer the majority of questions 
and thus, appease these concerns.

I explained at the end of the meeting what would be the next steps:
 1. We are finishing our financing requests to governmental authorities;
 2. If the grants are accepted and meet the financial framework’s aims, we will go forward; otherwise, we will end the specific construction project, 

but we must keep in  mind that work must nonetheless be done on all the municipal buildings;
 3. Dates for holding the register signing day for each by-law will be set;
 4. And if necessary, a date for holding the referendums.

Mille-Isles has the means to achieve its projects, as confirmed by the firm of Raymond, Chabot, Grant & Thornton, the municipal taxation 
specialist.

Many thanks and till next time,

Yvon Samson
Mayor
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INFORMATION DAY AND
PROJECT PRESENTATION 

Did you know that Mille-Isles’ population is evenly distributed in the West, Centre and East 
sectors of the municipality?

MILLE-ISLES’ POPULATION DISTRIBUTION OVER ITS TERRITORY

The  “MEET THE MAYOR” evenings will continue this fall 

These meetings will continue, once a month on Tuesdays, this coming October 9 and November 13, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
Strong community hall at 1262 chemin de Mille-Isles. The objective of these meetings is to initiate dialogue with the citizens and to 
answer all questions pertaining to municipal administration. An opportunity for you to get to know the municipal council’s vision. 
Take note that there will not be a December meeting.

Shooting of a Quebecois film in Mille-Isles!
Did you know that during the month of August, a film crew was at work in Mille-Isles? Indeed, Marcel Sabourin, Émile Proulx-Cloutier 
and Roy Dupuis filmed the movie L’autre maison in the Lake Carruthers area. If you want to read up on the subject, consult the “7 
jours” article on our website under the Communications/Press Release tab.

Another very interesting statement entitled “Plusieurs tournages dans la région des Laurentides” can also be
found on that web page. Enjoy your read!

So therefore, the citizen’s “place” must be at the 
centre of the municipality! Projected services and 
infrastructures must converge towards the village hamlet... without 
forgetting that our projections are established until 2050! For more 
information on this subject, watch for the publication of the “Frequently asked 
questions (FAQ) on the investment projects” booklet which will come out this fall.
 
Source : Urban Planning  RU.01.2011
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THE GENERAL DIRECTOR’S COLUMN 
THE REGISTER: A NECESSARY STEP IN APPROVING A BORROWING BY-LAW

Recently, I was asked if we could omit keeping a register and simply proceed immediately with a referendum in the case of a borrowing 
by-law adoption. Well no! It’s section 1061 of Quebec’s Municipal Code (L.R.Q., c. C-27.1) which establishes regulations regarding a 
borrowing by-law.

The registration process is a necessary step in determining IF a referendum ballot must be held and not the other way around. This 
consists in making a register available where any person qualified to vote and having the right to be enrolled on the referendum list 
for the municipality or the involved area, depending on the case, may write down their names, address and position and sign, with the 
aim of requesting that a referendum ballot be held. 

It is important to know that it is up to the secretary-treasurer to set a date for keeping a register and not municipal council, as 
previewed by the legislator in section 535 of the Act respecting elections and referendums in municipalities (L.R.Q., c. E-2.2) hereafter 
called “AERM”.

Ref: Sect. 86, 541, 542 and 549
The clerk or secretary-treasurer is responsible for the register unless he specially assigns a person for this. He ensures its constant 
supervision. He may, however, assign a register assistant or supervisor who will replace him during his absence and assist him in 
performing his functions. Before taking on his duties, this assistant will have to take an oath that he will exercise his function in 
compliance with the AERM. On each day that the register is available, the clerk or secretary-treasurer holds the powers of a returning 
officer. Therefore, the procedure of a day when the register is available is comparable to an election day. Besides maintaining order, he 
must facilitate the signing of the register by solely answering questions from persons qualified to vote on the process. He is forbidden 
to take sides in whatever possible way on the issue of the project submitted to said register. 

Ref: Sect. 545, 546, 547 and also 213.2, 215 and 545, par. 2
The person responsible for the register or, when temporarily absent, his assistant must:
 • get the names, address and position from each person coming to register their disclosures;
 • request, if needed, that a person declare under oath that they are a qualified person to vote having the right to be enrolled on the 

referendum list for the municipality or the involved area, depending on the case;
 • ensure that they have not already registered the disclosures concerning them;
 • ensure that they identify themselves with an uncovered face and by presenting compulsorily one of the previewed documents by 

law OR by the Elector Identification Regulation.

Ref: Sect. 83, 549 and550
The clerk or secretary-treasurer must only tolerate the presence of persons who are legally allowed to be on the premises where 
the register is available. He must avoid that those qualified to vote be pressured, influenced or dissuaded when coming to sign the 
register.

Ref: Sect. 536, par.1 and 537
The register must be available, without interruption, from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., with the exception of any extension, each day determined 
by the clerk or secretary-treasurer. In the case of delay or interruption, the clerk or secretary-treasurer may extend the register’s 
availability period for a specific period. However, the length of the extension may not exceed that of the delay or interruption. The 
extension to the availability of the register should also only be done in the case of an important delay or a significant interruption.

As a reference, you may consult the stated sections in one or the other concerned laws.

Johanne Ringuette, General Director 
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COLUMN FROM THE URBAN PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE (UPAC)
RECRUITING A MEMBER

Hello,

We are presently looking for a volunteer member to sit on the Urban Planning Advisory Committee (UPAC).
 Position’s requirements:
 • Aged 18 years or over and residing in Mille-Isles’ territory;
 • Available one or two nights a month; the meetings are mainly held on Monday nights;
 • Available, now and again, for certain studies;
 • Specific expertise in patrimony conservation, environment protection, etc. is an asset;
 • Understanding of written and spoken French.

  
Comment: In view of the confidential nature of the information the member will be exposed to, he will have to accept to sign a 
confidentiality agreement if he’s retained. A starting kit is given to all new members.

Persons wishing to propose themselves as members must send a short text explaining their motivation in becoming part of UPAC. A 
resumé may also be included with the letter but it is not absolutely required.

Forward everything to Louise Leblanc, municipal councillor, by e-mail: lleblanc@mille-isles.ca 
or to the following address:

Mille-Isles Municipality
1262 chemin de Mille-Isles
Mille-Isles, Quebec 
J0R 1A0

Louise Leblanc, municipal councillor and UPAC president

During the August 25 information meeting, many residents signified their interest in joining a community relations committee. 
Therefore, during the September 5, 2012 council session, the Community Relations Committee (CRC) was officially set up.

In Mister André Durocher’s name and in my own, I’m pleased to invite you to give out your name for a seat on this committee. We will 
get back to you very quickly in order to set up the committee, to document our mission and thus get a clear mandate from Council.

I thank you in advance and Mister Durocher and I are anxious to meet you.

Michel Mégélas, councillor responsible for the Community Relations Commit

mmegelas@mille-isles.ca
450-438-2958, ext. 2624

COLUMN FROM THE NEW COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Find the monthly columns
My HEALTH in MIND 
at www.mille-isles.ca under the
“Health and Social Services” tab. 

Provincial elections 2012

All our congratulations to Mister Roland 
Richer for his re-election as the member for 
Argenteuil during the poll held this past 
September 4.
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Follow-up on August 25 information meeting

During that meeting, it was outlined that, for the municipality’s road network repair, the assessments and the following elements must 
be taken into account:
 • amount to invest into repairs:
 • government grants:
 • affected accumulated surplus:
 • net amount to finance long-term:

Next steps
In order to make enlightened decisions, the Roads Committee will have to pronounce itself on the 
following points:
 • determine repair priorities;
 • determine the time schedule up until 2017;
 • determine financing;
 • submit everything to council for approval.

The working meeting will be held at the latest at the beginning of October 2012. 
All the citizens who are part of the committee will be advised by phone shortly. See you then!

The Roads Committee

Did you know that since the beginning of the road network maintenance this year, we have applied over 110 tons 
of hot asphalt to seal the pavement cracks and that we expect to use an additional 30 tons from now till 
the end of the year?

MTQ’s road work
The asphalting work on route 329 is nearly finished if not already done! We thank you for your patience during 
the road work period.

This fall, Quebec’s Ministry of Transportation (MTQ) will proceed with culvert replacements on chemin de 
Mille-Isles.

Other maintenance work on the way...
In the coming weeks, the public works team priorities are: replacing culverts, digging ditches, working the cracks, replacing road 
signs and refilling gravel roads.

For the ongoing year, did you know that we have already invested nearly one (1) million dollars on our roads? The year 2013 is looking 
just as important in terms of road investment.

Reminder: get in touch with us to signal any problem on our roads. Dial 450-660-6986 (pager) and leave your vocal message with your 
coordinates.

Municipal road work
The road repair on the pavement structure and the improvement to surface drainage on chemin Scraire done by Les Entreprises Guy 
Desjardins inc. is finished. Work in progress on chemin du Lac-Robert and on côte Saint-Gabriel should also be finished by the end of 
September 2012.

Pilot project
Elongated humps were set up on chemin Scraire to reduce speeding. Other layouts of this type should be put into place in the 
municipality’s different problematic sectors to ensure the safety of users sharing the road.

ROADS COMMITTEE’S COLUMN 

3 700 000 $*

1 300 000 $*

200 000 $*

2 300 000 $*

*Rounded amount
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MILLE-ISLES FIREMEN IN TRAINING

A fireman’s work requires that the men and women making up the brigade be 
ready to intervene anytime. For this reason, the Fire Department’s management 
has put together a training program for the firemen to keep its workforce alert.

To maximise our improvement, there’s nothing like training to fight 
real-situation fires. To do that, we use a building in disuse and organise fire 
settings that reflect fire situations that we may come upon.

Very recently, in collaboration with the Sainte-Anne-des-Lacs Fire Department, our firemen were able to train over four days, August 25 
and 26 as well as September 8 and 9. We thus had the opportunity of putting to the test our rapid attack techniques, our simulated 
rescue assisted by thermal camera, our positive pressure ventilation operations, etc.

This type of training aims at highlighting our strengths, points for improvement as well as reinforcing our techniques. What’s more, 
putting various municipality interveners together greatly enhances work when mutual aid becomes necessary. 

Your firemen performed well and I’ll take advantage of this column to point out their professionalism and their positive attitude all 
throughout the exercise. I also wish to thank their spouses who, by their understanding, enable this type of event to happen.

Alain Charbonneau, Fire Department Director 

FIRE COLUMN 

THE “NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH” PROGRAM HAS STARTED ONCE AGAIN IN MILLE-ISLES!

I am trying to start a program called the “Neighbourhood Watch" but I need your help. I need volunteers and people willing and wanting to 
be part of the program. Yes, the lake associations already have it in place but I would like to try to organize it for all of Mille-Isles. Everyone is 
welcome to join. 

Please contact city hall or e-mail me with your name and address and once we have enough people, I will contact everyone with the time and 
date of the first meeting. We would really like this program to be a success. Just think: you will have someone looking out for you and your 
home when you’re not there.

Cindy Smith, Council Head of the Public Safety Committee

csmith@mille-isles.ca
450-438-2958, ext. 2623

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE’S COLUMN

BOOK OF MILLE-ISLER’S RECIPES

We create a recipe book on the municipality’s Website which include Mille-Islers’ best recipes.

Please send your recipe with your name to: caubertin@mille-isles.ca or at the following address: 
Mille-Isles Municipality, 1262 chemin de Mille-Isles, Mille-Isles, Quebec J0R 1A0

©Julie Dussault, photographe

Dear citizen of Mille-Isles,
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We had our Country Dance on Saturday July 7, 2012. Steak, baked 
potato, a bun and a variety of salads were served and we had a cash 
bar with two barmaids, Cindy Parr and Cindy Smith. The mechanical 
bull was a hit, many tried to ride it. The band Wyoming was excellent. 
Music played until the wee hours of the morning. We were expecting 
a larger turnout, but we danced and had lots of fun all night long. 
Furthermore, the half-and-half collected that night was sent to the 
Tamaracouta Scout Camp. 

We want to say a “special thanks” to the volunteers present on that 
evening because without them, this type of event couldn’t happen.

Noreen Howden, councillor responsible for the Leisure Committee

GOING BACK OVER OUR COUNTRY EVENING

On this past June 22, Hydro-Quebec put out a press release stating that, from July to December, 2012, tree pruning and cutting would 
be done within different sectors of Argenteuil MRC’s municipalities, Mille-Isles being one of them. 

For more information or to find out which approach they will favour during their work, consult the press release on the municipality’s 
website. You will also be able to consult the memory jogger “The situation on Hydro-Quebec Distribution's activities of vegetation control 
near the electrical network“ under the Public Safety tab.

TREE PRUNING WORK DONE BY HYDRO-QUEBEC

Argenteuil’s MRC has been working for over three (3) years to extend high-speed internet access (HSI) to all of its territory. To find out the 
situation of this MRC council high-priority file, consult our website under the Communication/Press Release tab.

High speed internet – Bell has arrived in Mille-Isles!

Good news. The Bell company is presently offering coverage of the Mille-Isles territory. Contact the Espace Bell 
store located in the Carrefour du Nord of Saint-Jerome to obtain information on the available “Mobile Internet” 
packages or consult the list of the Turbo station’s flexible packages on the www.bell.ca/mobilite/Forfaits website.

N.B.: This technology only uses cellular waves. Therefore, if your cellular phone from the Bell or Telus companies doesn’t get a signal at your 
home, high-speed internet will not work either.

HIGH SPEED INTERNET – THE STATE OF AFFAIRS

A must-see: a new internet site entitled « C’est bien plus vert chez nous! » was launched by Argenteuil’s CLD which features our pretty region, 
its attractions and residential developments.
 

           The Argenteuil Plus countryside now has its Facebook page:

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Argenteuil-Plus/246163962153904

WEBSITE: C’EST BIEN PLUS VERT CHEZ NOUS!
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VIACTIVE
If you wish to exercise and are over 50 years old, come to the free sessions of the Viactive course on Fridays from 1 to 2 p.m. at the 
community hall of the Mille-Isles municipality’s city hall.

Sessions are presented by dynamic persons, with very lively music!

What is Viactive? It’s a set of simple exercises, without danger for the joints and favouring blood circulation, coordination, 
muscular strength, balance and flexibility!

For more information, contact:
Louise Leblanc at lleblanc@mille-isles.ca or at 450 438-2958 ext. 2627
Nathalie Bouchard at nbouchard@mille-isles.ca or at 450 438-2958 ext. 2608

AUTUMN WALK THE 50+ WINTER GAMES (TEXT PROVIDED BY THE “FADOQ”) 

This coming September 22, from 9:30 to 11:30, take 
advantage of a nice autumn day to discover 
Tamaracouta Scout Camp’s trails at 499 chemin 
Tamaracouta. On site, the committee will provide fruits 
and water. We would like to see many of you take part 
because we wish to set it up as an annual activity.
In case of rain, the event will be cancelled.

An invitation from the                          committee.

SANTA’S BRUNCH 

We will have the opportunity of greeting Santa Claus in 
Mille-Isles. Remain alert; other information will follow this fall.

THE 2012 FIREMEN’S FOOD DRIVE

Citizens of Mille-Isles, the firemen’s food drive will be back this year. We suggest you prepare your foodstuff for the great 
food drive which will be held on November 17, 2012.

On that day, Mille-Isles’ Fire Department will come by your door to collect non perishable foodstuff and donation 
monies. After that, they will be sent to Argenteuil’s Self-Help Centre. What’s more, we will start collecting your foodstuff 
at City Hall starting November 1st. A specially-identified box will be there.

The information for enrolling for a Christmas basket this year will be sent during the fall; watch for it in your mail.

A must-read on our website: a statement regarding Guy Marineau’s success at London’s Olympic Games, a citizen of 
               Saint-André-d'Argenteuil.

A winter recreational festival for the 50 years old or better!
February 1st  through 10th 2013, in the hart or the Laurentian

Come participate in recreative and sporting activities during the 5th 
edition of this festival, unique in the province, and play with your friends 
in a variety of winter sports in the magnificent décor of Mont-Tremblant 
and Rivière-Rouge.

Our programming includes a hockey tournament (3 divisions : 50+; 60+ 
and 70+); a curling tournament (open class); a three day cross-country 
and snowshoeing program of outings, a three days guided alpine skiing 
program; a giant slalom alpine ski race, different cross-country and 
snowshoeing races as well as cross-country and snowshoeing popular 
trekking outings. A regional event with a provincial reach powered by the 
Laurentian Federation of Senior Citizens (Réseau FADOQ des 
Laurentides). To register as a participant our a volunteer call toll free : 
1-877-429-5858, extension 450.

More details on the Web : 
www.50pluswintergames.org

Hear!
       Hear!

December 8, 2012
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 FOLLOW-UP ON SEPTIC TANKS CLASSIFIED “102 OR 103”

Particular situations sometimes happen where it becomes difficult to apply existing regulations. Indeed, when setting up a regulation, 
it is difficult to preview all the specific cases that could present themselves.

“The by-law regarding minor derogations thus constitutes an exception procedure by virtue of which council may authorise the 
fulfilment of projected works or the regularisation of works in progress or finished, which do not satisfy all the provisions of urban 
planning by-laws. 

The law does not define the expression “minor derogation”. Its interpretation is up to the council’s discretion, which is framed by the 
content of the by-law on minor derogations and by criteria required by law. Nevertheless, it would seem that the nature, effect and 
importance of the derogation, the contravener’s good faith as well as the detrimental character of the demolition constitute so many 
criteria to be applied in quantifying a derogation.”

All in all, it falls upon municipal council, via its by-law on minor derogations, to assess each request, within its particular context, and 
determine if it judges that the minor derogation is acceptable. 
For example, here are some questions that municipal council could ask itself:

 • Does a minor derogation of 2 metres by 10 metres (20 %) constitute a minor derogation or a major one?
 • Would allowing such a derogation have an impact on neighbouring properties?
 • Has the requester assessed all other options to render his project compliant with regulations?
 • Has a permit already been granted for the fulfilment of work already done and which constitutes the object of the minor derogation 

request?
 • Etc.

To help it in its decision making, municipal council will receive the Urban Planning Advisory Committee’s recommendations, which will have 
analysed the file beforehand. As mentioned above, the minor derogation is an exception procedure, which must be subjected to serious 
assessment, and which may only be granted if certain compulsory criteria (Act respecting land use planning and development sect. 145.2-145.5) are 
met, such as:

 • if applying the zoning and subdivision by-law causes the requester a serious prejudice;
 • if it doesn’t undermine the neighbouring buildings owners’ right of usage of their property;
 • if it respects the objectives of urban planning;
 • if the work in progress or already done was completed in good faith and was the object of a permit.

All in all, the process of granting minor derogations must not become:

 • a way of answering the requester “as it suits him”;
 • a way of avoiding a change to the urban planning by-laws;
 • an incentive to disrespect the by-laws;
 • a way of legalising an error during construction;
 • a way of getting around the urban planning by-laws;
 • a way of regularising work done without a permit.

In conclusion, it is a useful and beneficial procedure, but which must be well managed.
*Certain passages from this text were fully taken from MAMROT’s web site: 
http://www.mamrot.gouv.qc.ca/amenagement-du-territoire/guide-la-prise-de-decision-en-urbanisme/reglementation/reglement-sur-les-derogations-mineures/

DEROGATION: MINOR OR MAJOR?

Discretionary by-laws
Site planning and architectural integration programs (PAIP), comprehensive development programs (CDP), minor exemptions (or derogations): 
it’s enough to confuse anyone! Indeed, there are many so-called “discretionary” urbanistic tools that can sometimes seem complex. To get a 
better understanding of all this, we suggest you visit the website of the ministère des Affaires municipales, des Régions et de l’Occupation du 
Territoire (MAMROT) to find out a little more about these provisions of the Act respecting land use planning and development. You’ll have access to 
all the necessary information leading to a good understanding of the workings of these diverse provisions.

Enjoy your reading!                                   http://www.mamrot.gouv.qc.ca/amenagement-du-territoire/guide-la-prise-de-decision-en-urbanisme/reglementation/
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The granted delay by municipal council resolution in regards to setting the non-compliant 
septic tanks to standards within the territory has come to term this September 1st.

Incidentally, we want to greatly thank all the citizens having collaborated within the framework of this process to ensure the 
preservation of our environment. In fact, we have sent over 150 letters advising owners of a noted problem on their properties. Of these 
150 letters, about 70 notices concerned properties where the septic installation had to be changed (class 103, meaning non-compliant). 
The other notices (class 102, meaning at risk) simply indicated to owners that their installation was at risk (age, location, etc.) but that no 
direct pollution had been noted.

Unfortunately, certain owners have not heeded our notices. If not already done, the municipality will get in touch with these owners to 
let them know that legal procedures will be undertaken to ensure that these installations are set to standards. Whatever the case, their 
collaboration is always welcome.

In fact, since a few years, the Ministry has given the municipalities the power of fulfilling themselves the work required for setting the 
deficient septic installations to standards. This power, conferred by virtue of section 25.1 of the Law on Municipal Jurisdiction (LCM) 
indicates that “any local municipality may, at the building owner’s expense, install, maintain any isolated residence’s wastewater treatment 
system as defined by the by-law on isolated residence’s wastewater disposal and treatment (R.R.Q., 1981, chapter Q-2, r.22) or render it 
compliant to that by-law”.

For your information, you should note that again this year, 150 septic tanks will be assessed within the framework of this program. We 
expect that within a maximum of two years, the whole of the territory’s sanitary installations will have been subjected to an inspection 
to ensure their efficiency and compliance. We firmly believe that eventually, Mille-Isles municipality’s citizens will be proud to say that 
they live in a healthy environment that ensures the quality of their drinking water, their lakes and their streams.

FOLLOW-UP ON THE NON-COMPLIANT SEPTIC TANKS’ FILE

The Urban Planning and Environment Director’s Holidays, Mr. Yohann Champagne
We would like to advise you that Mr. Champagne will be on holidays from November 25 to December 2, 2012.

We suggest that you plan your works and authorization requests accordingly.

Morency Cubes 
The municipality wishes to remind you that it will go ahead this fall with the installation of 
“Morency cubes” on specific dams. This structure, made up of two wire-meshed cages and 
one pipe, enables the control of water levels even with a dam, thus minimizing 
security risks. So don’t be surprised if you see such a structure set in a body of 
water near your residence. It must not be altered or displaced at any time; 
it is only used to ensure a gradual flow of water and to regulate the water level.

Beaver Dams 
We are setting up a directory of beaver dams located on the municipality’s territory. We ask 
that you communicate with urban planning service if you know about the location of 
beaver dams.

n of 
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ask 
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Developing such sites, we feel, is essential, considering the increase of public works’ workload internally as well as the increase of 
required equipment to perform that work. 

To this day, we store a very small quantity of “new” granular material behind the municipal garage but with the addition these last few 
years of vehicles and equipment, the allotted space for keeping this material is becoming smaller and smaller; we have no official 
previewed space for this, such as an area separated by concrete blocks, and the material spills about, mixing with other stuff and causing 
waste.

For the moment, we are laying out a temporary site for granular material and organic residue near the municipal garage because we 
have to manage loads of organic residue besides carrying a certain inventory of granular material on site to increase the efficiency of 
public works.

Stored materials and residue
For your information, the “new” granular materials stored in this area are:
 • Crushed gravel used for repairs, for road maintenance, for culvert replacement work and 
          other miscellaneous work;
 • Crushed stone used for repairing shoulders or for consolidating culvert entries and exits 
          among other things;
 • We expect to store sand to ensure the safety of parking areas during the winter.

Besides the required space for developing these enclosures, free spaces would be set up to store asphalt, concrete culvert sections and 
poor-quality granular material that we recover during our work all through the summer period. This material would be accumulated and 
disposed of at season end, if need be. All throughout the year, we also recover other types of residue such as trees, branches and leaves 
that we pick up during our work or storms. This waste could be accumulated and sporadically shredded all throughout the year. We 
presently do not have a site for accumulating them and separating them in bundles.

So many advantages to setting up these types of sites: important loss reduction, energetic efficiency, savings on fuel and hours of labour, 
besides greatly reducing response time during emergency work, etc.

Marc Auclair
Public works foreman

DEVELOPMENT PROJECT / ORGANIC RESIDUE AND GRANULAR MATERIALS’ STORAGE SITE

“Journées de la culture” on September 28, 29 and 30, 2012!

“Les Journées de la culture”, three days of interactive activities, discovery and appreciation of 
arts and culture, offered free to the public throughout Quebec. Are you looking for something 
to do during that weekend? It’s very simple! Look for an activity using the search engine at your 
disposal on the website www.journeesdelaculture.qc.ca/activite-84.html and enter the details of 
your search: day, hour, city, type of activity, etc. and you’ll see everything there is to do within 
this region.

During a council session this past June 5, Mille-Isles municipality proclaimed, through the issuance of a resolution, the last 
Friday of September as well as the two following days, each year, as “Journées de la culture” (Culture Days) with the 
objective of tangibly expressing its attachment to culture.

aterial on site to increase the efficiency of 
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WORD FROM THE ASSOCIATION OF LAKE PAUL CITIZENS (text provided by the “lac Paul Association”)

Hello everyone,

Following my conversation with the person responsible of the RSVL, there will be a water test in 5 years (2017).  They will contact us when 
the time comes.
 
Contrary to other lakes that are older and deteriorating, our lake is stable and is currently improving. We often tend to compare Lake Paul 
with other lakes that are hundreds or thousands of years older. Our lake is not even 50 years old…and we can observe an improvement 
of the quality of the water year after year.  When it was first created, the lake was filled with so much dissolved phosphor when the valley 
flooded; we were unable to row throughout the whole lake. As long as we do not have massive development by the lake, there shouldn’t 
be any deterioration.  Our previous water tests allow us to set our lake in an acceptable tropical zone and good in terms of the phosphor 
content (nutrients).  I’m ready to bet that in 5 years from now, we will be even better (unless we have massive development).
 
Of course, this doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t take care of our lakeside.  And of all the polluting substances that come from our houses 
(fertilizers as well). Fertilizers are like atomic bombs in our lake…I hope that no one uses them on their lawn!  Our strong points are our 
vast lands, a healthy waterfront in most cases as well as responsible and concerned residents.  In hopes that the most reluctant will 
follow like everyone else!  Fortunately the city aims towards the same goal.  We must learn to live in symbiosis (harmony) with our lake 
without becoming overly zealous of course.  Nature is beautiful when we can contemplate it and take advantage of it therefore; I do not 
believe that becoming extremist is the solution.  We have a few actions to take and that’s it.  In fact, almost nothing to do in order to enjoy 
an incredible well being thanks to the lake and our peaceful neighborhood.

Small notes:
I scuba dive in the lake and the changes are noticeable, especially under water.
Much less algae, clear water and much more fish.  However, in the month of August, we have to expect to see a deterioration of the 
transparency of the water.  The water is warm, the oxygen level is very low and the phytoplankton (algae on the surface) is at its 
maximum.  This is normal.  

This year, for an unknown cause, we have an astronomic quantity of Bass in the lake which some of them weigh over 3 pounds.  Bass is 
known to be helpful in lakes as they are considered to be “cleaners”.  Unless we are witnessing a miracle of the Virgin Mary, there must 
have been people implanting fish in the lake.  We can’t have control over everything… Please refrain from implanting crocodiles!!
 
N.B.: For all questions or additional information, contact Mr. Serge Robert, the association’s president.

Have a great vacation and enjoy!

Frank Baert
Head of environment and lake water quality
Association of Lake Paul citizens

LAKE ASSOCIATIONS SPEAK OUT

Take note that the coordinates of the lake’s other associations 
are available on the municipality’s website under the tab.   

Coordinates for the Association of Lake Paul citizens
 President: Serge Robert
 Tel.: 450.432.3156
 E-mail: seropaul@hotmail.com
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Here’s advice on using ingredients that aren’t harmful to the environment and ecological recipes for dislodging 
calcium deposits and unblocking drains.

Calcium Deposits

 • Shower heads and taps are often clogged up by calcium deposits. To descale them, all you need do is let white vinegar do the work. 
With shower heads, all that’s required is to have them soak by covering them in pure vinegar. As for taps, soak a rag in vinegar, tie 
it around the tap, cover it with a plastic bag that you’ll tie with an elastic band and let it act for a few hours.

 • For glass shower doors, use a sponge or rag soaked in vinegar to dislodge not only the calcium but the mold, soap residue and 
other dirt.

 • To descale your kettle, fill it with pure vinegar (without heating it) and let it stand for about twelve hours before rinsing with warm 
water.

Blocked drains

 • The number one trick is to install a filter in the tub and sinks to stop hair and other filth from obstructing the drains.
 • If they still get clogged, try using a plunger. In case of failure, pour 80 ml of sodium bicarbonate in the drain then pour 80 ml of pure 

vinegar. This mix should dissolve the grease that’s obstructing the pipes. Let it stand for 15 to 20 minutes then pour in one litre of 
boiling water.

At all times, avoid using commercial products aimed at unblocking pipes. They are highly corrosive and toxic and their action is dreadful, 
on your piping as well as on the environment.

Source: 1001 little acts for saving the planet, Pierre Lemire, Les éditions Quebecor

ECO HINTS: CALCIUM DEPOSITS AND BLOCKED DRAINS

It stipulates that no one may emit, deposit, let out or dump, nor allow the emission, deposit, letting out or dumping, within the 
environment, of a contaminant beyond the quantity or concentration prescribed by a government regulation, or which is likely to cause 
harm to the life, health, security, welfare or comfort of a human being, or which may cause damage or otherwise be detrimental to the 
quality of soil, vegetation, fauna or goods. 

Source: Section 20 of the Environment Quality Act

SO, WHY CLEAN UP WASTEWATER?

Wastewater constitutes a contaminant as described by the Environment Quality Act. When untreated or poorly processed, wastewater 
represents a risk to public health, of water contamination destined for human consumption and of surface water, and is a menace to the 
ecological balance. 

Source: http://www.municipalite.chertsey.qc.ca/index.jsp?p=38 

QUALITY OF ENVIRONMENT LAW

“I win my shoreline strip” contest

The contest’s winner will be known at the end of September. Thanks to all participants 
and keep putting a lot of work into your shoreline strips. Your shoreline neighbours are 
saying “Thank you”.



FOLLOW-UP ON LAKE FIDDLER’S CYANOBACTERIA

Our thanks to Lake Fiddler residents that offered to track the water bloom. Fortunately, it has disappeared but the lake remains 
vulnerable to cyanobacteria proliferation. We must therefore remain vigilant and seek to eliminate sources of anthropogenic 
phosphorus. Here’s a list of best practices to adopt to improve the health of your lakes.

 Preserve a 10 to 15 metre-wide littoral buffer zone. Reforest it with indigenous plants that are adapted to a riparian 
 environment (river banks and lake shores).

 Don’t use fertilizers (even organic).

 Avoid urban-style landscaping on your property. Materials such as concrete are impermeable and cannot store and filter water. 

 Don’t waste water. Repair leaks and learn how to manage your consumption.

 Make sure your septic facility meets regulatory requirements and is in good condition. Empty it regularly!

 Use phosphate-free domestic products.

 Don’t alter the natural course of streams.

 Vegetation, algae and aquatic plants are useful. Do not weed your lake!

 Learn to recognize a cyanobacterial (blue-green algae) bloom.

 Maintain wetlands.

 Practice healthy navigation! By opting for recreational activities like kayaking, you will maintain both our lakes' and your own health.

 Spread the word in your community, group of friends, family, neighbours, and all other people in your watershed.

Prendre soin des lacs, c’est payant !

Trousse des lacs.

www.troussedeslacs.org

Get involved in a lake 
protection. Assess the 
lake's health with the 

which you can get online at ©
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We tend to think that water is an inexhaustible natural resource here on Earth. But, even though our blue planet 
is covered with water, this resource is not always accessible or usable. It may be blue, but most of 
it is salt water. Only 0.3% of the freshwater is available, and mostly found lakes or streams. Even though 
water is renewed through precipitation, it is becoming increasingly difficult to obtain non-contaminated 
drinking water; a fact which constitutes a major issue for us today.

Many problems affect our lakes: improper landscaping of the shorelines, pollution, cyanobacteria... 
There are no miracle solutions but there are a few recommendations that may help improve the 
quality and health of our lakes.

Protecting our lakes is 
a collective responsibility

These are only a few examples; there are 
other good practices that need to be implemented too. 
Everyone must do their share! In addition to individual 
practices, we must take action as a society and reach 

a higher level. For example, we need to think about 
sustainable land development, learn how to manage road 

ditches, and improve agricultural and logging practices. 
It is possible to enjoy our lakes, and if we work together 

to maintain their health, we will also maintain our own!
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PUBLIC SAFETY CAPSULE  

Next October 13, the Fire Department is organising a theme day on fire prevention. On this occasion, Mille-Isles firemen are inviting the 
population to come visit them in the fire hall at 12 chemin Black.

We wish to take advantage of this event to inform you, on the one hand, of the measures for preventing fires and on the other, to provide 
advice when a fire does happen.

Many activities are previewed:
 • Checking your portable extinguishers;
 • Demonstrating fire risks in the home;
 • Training on portable extinguisher manipulation;
 • Demonstrating risks inherent to cooking fires;
 • Demonstrating firemen training.

These are a few of the previewed activities. This day will close the provincial fire prevention week. So see you Saturday, October 13 
starting at 1 p.m.

OCTOBER 13 – FIRE PREVENTION DAY IN MILLE-ISLES

From October 14 to 21, 2012
Take advantage of the Quebec trash reduction week to take on many challenges 
and find out about activities organised all over Quebec. Visit the site for more information: http://www.sqrd.org/.

Here’s an example of suggested gestures at
« Surviving Without Packaging! » Challenge

Suggested gestures... DURING MY LEISURE 
I think about:
 • bringing my reusable cup when buying a beverage on the road or when drinking in a café/bar/restaurant;
 • bringing my reusable container for bringing back my order from the restaurant pick-up counter;
 • bringing a reusable container for taking back the rest of my restaurant meal;
 • bringing my flask or reusable cup to an activity or the sports room;
 • bringing my snack in a reusable package to avoid the individually-wrapped snacks at an activity or at the sports room;
 • choosing rechargeable batteries;
 • choosing objects stemming from reuse (various utensils, furniture, clothes, ...)

2012 QUEBEC TRASH REDUCTION WEEK 

The Sûreté du Québec has a program that enables to mark off one’s goods. This program has already shown its efficiency and is a good 
deterrent regarding breaking and entering. It’s one of the numerous offered prevention services which is totally free. 

Establishing a list of your marked goods that you’ll keep and stickers placed in strategic areas specifying that your goods are marked will 
enable you to be more prepared to face this type of situation.

There is more detailed information on the municipality’s website as well as the “Operation burinage” form.

This service is free. Contact the Sureté du Québec at 450-562-2442.

FREE ANTI-THEFT MARKING PROGRAM!

F I R E  P R E V E N T I O N  W E E K  F R O M  O C T O B E R  7  T O  1 3 ,  2 0 1 2

ti htt // d /
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 BIG CLEANUP WEEKEND ON OCTOBER 27 AND 28, 2012

Argenteuil’s Self-Help Centre – New Website!
The new website presents the latest news and activities organised 
by their Argenteuil Self-Help Centre. Many services are being 
offered to the community; consult the list on their site at the 
following address: http://centreentraideargenteuil.com. 
For more information, call the Centre directly at 450-562-5151.

With the aim of improving our road safety record and security on our roads, more severe sanctions were set up to slow excessive 
speeding. We invite you to read the Sureté du Québec’s prevention statement regarding “Excessive speeding” under our 
Public Safety tab on our website www.mille-isles.ca.

SPEEDING ALWAYS ENTAILS ITS LOAD OF RISKS!

Outdoor fire
Starting November 15, permits for outdoor fires will be available. Contact Alain Charbonneau, Fire Department Director at 
450-438-2958, ext. 2603. There is no charge for this type of permit.

You may fill out the available form online at the web address www.mille-isles.ca under the “Services/Public Safety/Permit Request” tab.

We have received many requests from citizens wishing to burn their branches to clean up their property. This having been said, the 
by-law no 2009-07 concerning outdoor fires in force covers “branch fires” and dictates conditions for receiving an authorisation (permit). 

The Fire Department has therefore taken the initiative of organising the first big cleanup weekend
on October 27 and 28, 2012. An information campaign will be broadcasted across the territory.
A team of six (6) firemen will be on patrol within the territory and will have a mandate to ensure
that the prescribed safety regulations be respected during that weekend, rain or shine.

Citizens wishing to burn their branches will have to fill out the form “Authorisation request for an
outdoor fire” available online and send it off to Mr. Alain Charbonneau, Director of the
Fire Department and Public Safety, October 22, 2012 at the latest. An “on-site” permit
request option will be available to citizens not having had the opportunity of requesting
an authorisation before October 22.

However, any offender will be written into the register
and a statement of offence will be sent by mail as
stipulated by the 2009-07 by-law in effect.

A message from the Fire Department
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0 tobacco CAPSULE 
TOBACCO SMOKE WITHIN THE ENVIRONMENT

AGING NICELY? IT’S POSSIBLE!

5 portions of fruits and vegetables CAPSULE

The smoke coming off cigarettes represents at least 50 % of tobacco smoke within the environment. As it is produced at a lower 
temperature than what is being inhaled by the smoker, its composition differs. In fact, it holds smaller particles and shows higher 
concentrations of chemical components such as ammonia, benzene and aniline. It is, and by a wide margin, much more toxic than 
the smoke inhaled and rejected by the smoker.

The health risks to non-smokers of being exposed to tobacco smoke              within the environment are scientifically recognised. In January 
2006, the California Environmental Protection Agency made                       public a voluminous report on the subject and designated 
tobacco smoke within the environment as a “toxic air contaminant”.

Risks reminder:
 • lung cancer; • asthma;
 • breast cancer in younger women (pre-menopausal); • respiratory problems;
 • nasal sinus cancer; • respiratory capacity reduction;
 • cardiovascular diseases; • eyes, nose and throat irritation;
 • birth weight reduction and low birth weight;  •earaches in children.
 • crib death;

Source : Santé et Service sociaux Québec www.msss.gouv.qc.ca 

To age and remain healthy, one must often consent to a few changes in one’s life. Are you ready to do them? A bit of awareness and effort 
can make you age with serenity! You’ll feel better... and maybe you will even gain a few more years!

1. There exists thousands of anti-aging substances in our food but they are never found in just one product. Thus, the importance 
of favouring variety in our menus. Regularly consume seven of the best phytochemical agents, which are:

 • carotenoids:  orange, mango, squash, yellow pepper, etc.; • fibres: fruits, vegetables and whole grains;
 • lycopene: tomato, pink grapefruit, water melon, etc.; • vitamin E: avocado, asparagus, hazelnut, almond, etc. 
 • flavonoids: tea, grapes, black chocolate, dried beans, etc.; • indoles: cabbage, broccoli, cauliflower, turnip, etc.;
 • vitamin C: orange, kiwi, green pepper, broccoli, beet, cantaloupe, etc.;

2. Physical activity doesn’t only improve health; it also gets one going to positively change our other life habits. When we are active, 
we eat better, we drink more water, we sleep better, etc.

3.  The centenarian recipe
 

A National Geographic enquiry amongst three populations particularly experiencing
active aging, the Japanese of Okinawa Island, the Italians of Sardinia and a group of
American members of the Adventist Church, revealed that the following factors played
a determining role for these three groups:

 • No smoking • Being involved within society
 • Giving the family priority • Eating fruits, vegetables and whole grains.
 • Being active every day

Source : www.passeportsante.net
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PARENT-CHILD EXERCISES
Besides taking advantage of cooler days to practice sports, here are a few pointers
from Josée Lavigueur to help us get our kids to move with us.

Exercises to do with your teen:

1. Facing each other in a “push up” position, you shake your right hand then your left; five times for each hand;
2.   On your back, in line but with your heads in opposite directions, you bend your legs, put your feet together and then “pedal” while 

contracting your abdominals; repeat 20 times, right and left combined;
3.  One stays sitting while the other stands facing their partner: the one that’s sitting gets up 10 times while helping himself with his 

partner’s right hand and then does it 10 times with the left hand. The one that’s standing pulls while the one that’s sitting tries to 
get up.

4.  Again for the abdominals!!! One partner is on his back and is gripping the legs of the other one who is standing near his head with 
his arms crossed; the one laying down lifts his legs to alternately touch his partner’s hands with his feet, 10 to 30 times on each 
side…

The more “classical”:

1.  The wheelbarrow: one holds the feet of the other one who moves ahead!
2.  Doing squats, with a youngster “on our back”; (Careful! This depends on the child’s weight.)
3.  The plane: the partner is on the ground with his legs bent at 90 degrees and the child is on the shinbones; both hold each other’s 

hands and the child tries to remain as straight as possible as “the adult” works his abdominals. (Careful! This depends on the child’s 
weight.)

Source: Josée Lavigueur’s “En forme” spot on TVA, Tuesday, May 29, 2012.

We are pleased to announce that, thanks to financial help from the Sporting and Recreational Installations 
Support Program – Phase II from the Sport, Leisure and Education Ministry (MELS), a new outdoor skating 
rink will be built for the 2012-2013 winter season. Thanks to its concrete base and its acrylic type covering, 
this rink will be adaptable and usable during the four (4) seasons, with tennis and basketball grounds in the 
summer.

A few statistics on the use of Mille-Isles’ skating rink…

Did you know that we’ve been seeing a progression in the use of the skating rink? Statistics* confirm this because for the 2010-2011 
season, there were 311 users in 52 days for an average of 6 users per day compared to 8.5 users per day for the 2011-2012 season, 
which saw the same number of people but for only 39 opened days, as the temperature was less favourable this year. So we’re still 
interested in continuing our steps to get a new rink built for the 2012-2013 winter season. We’ve also noticed many times that our 
kids were using city hall’s parking lot, in summer, to play their hockey games!

STATEMENT – NEW SKATING RINK FOR THE 2012-2013 WINTER SEASON

Working Committees
- Position available on the Leisure Committee
- Position available on the Civil Security Committee
- Position available on the Urban Planning Advisory Committee 
- Position available on the new Community Relations Committee 

To send in your application, you can
fill out the available form online and
at the municipal office.

llations 
skating 

overing, 
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* Statistics are provided by a register held only on opened days and do not take into account the usage outside of supervised hours.
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• Labour Day
• Thanksgiving
• December 24th
• Christmas
• December 26th
• December 31st

• New Year’s Day
• January 2nd
• Easter Friday
• Easter Monday
• Victoria Day
• Quebec Day
• Canada Day (Monday)

Town Hall
Monday to Thursday   •  From 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. and from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
On the following holidays, municipal services aren’t available:

EMERGENCY: 911

INFORMATIONS

The Municipal Council

Yvon Samson, Mayor
- Economic Developpment & Internet
- Governmental Affairs
- Inter-Municipal Relations
- Communications and marketing
ysamson@mille-isles.ca

Daniel Maurice, Seat # 2
Public Works and Municipal Buildings
dmaurice@mille-isles.ca

André Durocher, Seat # 1
Community Relations Committee
adurocher@mille-isles.ca

Michel Mégélas, Seat # 5
Community Relations Committee
mmegelas@mille-isles.ca

Noreen Howden, Seat # 6
Leisure & Volunteering, community
development and My health in mind
nhowden@mille-isles.ca

Louise Leblanc, Seat # 4
Urbanism, Environment and Forestry
Environmental health
lleblanc@mille-isles.ca

Cindy Smith, Seat # 3
Public Safety and Civil
csmith@mille-isles.ca

Would you like to be
issued by the municipality of Mille-Isles? Easy… just click  on the 
Mailing List Registration link on our website, and when a message 
of public interest becomes available it will be our pleasure to forward 
it to you.

on a mailing list for messages of public interest

Municipal Services 450-438-2958

Yohann Champagne : 
Director in Urban planning
and environment
Ext. 2602
ychampagne@mille-isles.ca

Alain Charbonneau : 
Fire Departement Director
Ext. 2603
acharbonneau@mille-isles.ca

Caroline Aubertin
Assistant General Director (AGD)
Ext. 2607
caubertin@mille-isles.ca

Chrystine Slight : 
Administrative assistant
Ext. 2600
cslight@mille-isles.ca

Marc Auclair : 
Municipal Public Work
Ext. 2605
mauclair@mille-isles.ca

Valérie Harcourt : 
Accounting Clerk
Ext. 2601
comptabilite@mille-isles.ca

Nathalie Bouchard
Leisure Clerk and
Environmental Technician
Ext. 2608
nbouchard@mille-isles.ca

Johanne Ringuette : 

General Director
Ext. 2620
jringuette@mille-isles.ca

MEDAL REQUIRED
Canine Patrol: 450-434-9702
E-mail : patrouillecanine@videotron.ca

graphic design : natalie roy design graphik

INFO MILLE-ISLES’ ENGLISH VERSION
In this edition, the articles were translated using the services of the company HawkEye Service Club (Services Oeil de faucon in French).
If you are unsatisfied with the translation, do not hesitate in letting us know. We will indicate that a specific text was not translated
using the services of HawkEye Service Club and that it was provided as is in the event, for example,  that a text is translated by a group
or association wishing to publish an article in Info Mille-Isles.
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