
Tree Week 2018  
 

1st thematic flyer for Mille-Isles residents 
Invasion of Caterpillars 

As you have probably noticed, caterpillars have stormed the municipality of Mille Isles and the 
surrounding area for the past few years. There are two species widespread in Quebec, forest tent 
caterpillar and Eastern tent caterpillar. 
 
Tent are harmless caterpillars that are native to Quebec. The forest tent caterpillar makes a silk 
carpet on the branches while the Eastern tent caterpillar forms canvas tents for nesting. Apart 
from this difference, both species have similar habits. They live in groups that can become very 
impressive and these two species attack the hardwoods. 
 

 

 

Forest tent caterpillar particularly attacks ash, birch, maple, oak and poplar. The Eastern tent 
caterpillar, for its part, attacks cherry, apple and crabapple trees. Their invasion can last from 2 to 
3 years and sometimes more. Although not aesthetic, the defoliation they cause does not usually 
kill the trees they attack. Trees can survive several consecutive attacks, but their growth in 
diameter can be affected. Weakened trees are also more vulnerable to insects and diseases. 
 
As they are indigenous, tent already have natural predators that destroy part of their population, 
including the common flesh fly which population increases during the 2nd year of the tent’s 
invasion. In the event of a major invasion, it may be necessary to fight to protect ornamental 
trees. 
 

To help fight, there are various ways, including: 

 Spraying ornamental trees with a mixture of water and dishwashing detergent 
(one teaspoon per liter); 

 Spraying trees with a selective biological insecticide such as Bacilius thuringiensis (B. t) 
sold under various insecticide brands in several stores or garden centers. This bacterium 
is not harmful to mammals, birds and fish, but the caterpillars that ingest it die a few days 
later. The bacterium should be applied in the spring as soon as the foliage reaches its 
maximum size; 

In the summer when the cocoons of the Eastern tent 
caterpillar are quite large, they can be collected with a pruner 
and destroyed. It is not recommended to flare them because 
of the risks involved. In the fall, if another invasion is planned, 
the eggs can be removed and destroyed with a knife. It is easy 
to observe the eggs, the winter when there are no leaves, 
because they form a ring around the branches. 
 
 If any of the methods described above prove to be 

ineffective, before purchasing a pesticide, make sure that the pest (caterpillar or tent) is identified 
on the label. Products containing methoxychlor, malathion, diazinon, carbaryl, permethrin and 
resmethrin are registered for the control of tent. Be sure to read the directions and precautions 
before using pesticides. 
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Figure 1 : Forest tent caterpillar                       Figure 2 : Eastern tent caterpillar 

 

Figure 3 : Ring formed of eggs 
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